
Australian public holidays, 
cultural events and celebrations

Public Holidays

Australia celebrates a variety of national public holidays 
that reflect its diverse culture and history. Among 
the most significant are Australia Day on January 
26th, which marks the arrival of the First Fleet at Port 
Jackson in New South Wales in 1788. This day is 
celebrated with community festivals, concerts, and 
fireworks. There is ongoing debate in Australia about 
the appropriateness of the date, with some advocating 
for a change to a date that is more inclusive and 
respectful of Indigenous Australians. This has led 
to discussions about how to best acknowledge the 
country’s history and move forward together.

Another key national public holiday is Anzac Day on 
April 25th, commemorating the Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps’ landing at Gallipoli during World 
War I. ANZAC Day is a time to reflect on the values 
of courage, mateship, and sacrifice. It’s a day to 
remember not only those who served in Gallipoli but 
all who have served in conflicts and peacekeeping 
missions since. It is a day of national remembrance, 
featuring dawn services, marches, and commemorative 
events across the country.
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Easter is another major public holiday in Australia, 
celebrated with a long weekend that includes Good 
Friday, Easter Saturday, Easter Sunday, and Easter 
Monday. This period is often marked by religious 
services, family gatherings, and various community 
events. Christmas Day on December 25th and Boxing 
Day on December 26th are also widely celebrated, 
with many Australians enjoying festive meals, gift 
exchanges, and sporting events. 

The King’s Birthday, also known as the official birthday 
of the reigning monarch, is a public holiday in Australia 
and is observed on different dates depending on the 
state or territory. While the day is a celebration of the 
monarchy, it is also a time for Australians to reflect 
on their national identity and heritage. It provides 
an opportunity to celebrate the achievements and 
contributions of fellow Australians.

In addition to these national holidays, each state 
and territory in Australia has its own unique public 
holidays. For example, Labour Day is celebrated 
on different dates across the country to honour the 
achievements of workers and the labour movement. 
In Victoria, Melbourne Cup Day is a public holiday that 
celebrates the famous horse race, known as “the race 
that stops a nation”. Similarly, Adelaide Cup Day in 
South Australia and Ekka Wednesday in Queensland 
are regional holidays that highlight local events and 
traditions.
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Cultural events
Australia is also home to numerous key events that 
attract both locals and tourists. One of the most iconic 
is Sydney’s New Year’s Eve celebration, renowned for 
its spectacular fireworks display over Sydney Harbour. 
This event draws millions of spectators each year and is 
broadcast globally. Another major event is the Australian 
Open, held in Melbourne every January. As the first 
Grand Slam tennis tournament of the year, it attracts top 
players and fans from around the world.

The Adelaide Fringe Festival is the largest arts festival 
in the Southern Hemisphere, featuring thousands 
of performances across various genres, including 
comedy, theatre, music, and visual arts. This month-
long event transforms Adelaide into a vibrant hub of 
creativity and entertainment. Similarly, the Melbourne 
International Comedy Festival is one of the world’s 
largest comedy festivals, showcasing local and 
international comedians in a series of performances 
and events throughout the city.

Cultural celebrations

As a culturally diverse country, Australia celebrates 
the contribution of different cultures as well as its 
Indigenous heritage. The Australian calendar is filled 
with nationally recognised events and local festivals 
welcoming diversity across the country. 

Indigenous celebrations honour the past and the 
traditions of the First Nations peoples. There are two 
major events celebrated across the country. NAIDOC 
Week and National Reconciliation Week. Both events 
pay respect to the traditional custodians of the country, 
their culture, achievements and contribution. 

Australia’s cultural calendar also includes significant 
religious and multicultural celebrations. For instance, 
Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, is celebrated with 
great enthusiasm in many Australian cities, featuring 
cultural performances, food stalls, and fireworks. 
Chinese New Year is another major event, marked by 
dragon dances, parades, and festivities in cities with 
large Chinese communities. These events highlight 
Australia’s rich cultural diversity and the vibrant 
traditions of its various communities.

Whether you are coming from Europe, Asia, or any 
other part of the world, there is a chance that you will 
find a festival that celebrates the culture of your home 
country. Every major Australian metropolis offers 
annual multicultural festivals, such as the Brisbane 
Multicultural Festival, the Darwin Festival or the National 
Multicultural Festival hosted in Canberra. These 
festivals offer a chance to experience and appreciate 
the cultural diversity of Australian society.
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