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Sea Explorers

Unit Description

In this unit of work students look at world navigators and explorers up until the late 10" century
including their contact with other societies and their impacts. This unit focuses on the first voyage of
Captain James Cook

Historical skills

Students will be able to sequence historical events

e Use historical terms

e Pose arange of questions about the Captain Cook’s first voyage

e Locate relevant information form the sources provided

e |dentified different points of view

e Use the range of communication forms (oral, graphic written) and digital technologies

Focus Questions
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How did Captain Cook come to be in the sea Captain?

* Where did Captain Cook go on his first voyage?

What did Captain Cook see and discover during his voyage?

* What artifacts were around at the time particularly to assist him during his voyage?
What was Captain Cook’s perspective in relation to the natives he encountered?
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Design lesson sequences
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ incorporating Strategies
based on well established

Setting the scene bodies of knowledge about
how students learn
Resources The unit starts with a broad
overview of sea exploration In
e BBC videos the 18th century and then

e National Museum of Australia - search for Captain Cook moves to selgcted primary
source material to provide

. http:[/www.nma.-gov.a-u/lndex.l“tml- | students with more detailed
Artifacts — Australian Library Collection — search for Captain Cook knowledge to develop core
http://www.nla.gov.au/collect/treasures/mar treasure.html concepts and skills

Captain Cook Journey — day-by-day account:
http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/c/cook/james/c77j/index.html

Teaching and Learning Activities

e Show videos of Captain Cook’s discovery of Australia

e Listen to audio about Cook’s interactions with various native groups

e Use digital resource i.e. Google Maps and /or globe to trace the path of Cook’s first voyage
e Read and discussed excerpts from Cook’s log book

e Look at images of artifacts from this time and talked about their significance

e Talk about life onboard ship during the voyage




Bring it all together

Resources

Set of cards with an event from Cook’s life on each card. Students are given an event and
asked to find out when this event occurred and one to two facts to share with the class.

Masking tape to lay out the timeline on floor
Set of year date cards which can be placed on the timeline
Digital resource for reflection activity if required i.e. microphone, video camera

Teaching and Learning Activities

Investigating

Resources

Digital camera

Microphone

Props for video

Computers for search

Access to PowerPoint 7 or 10 (using animation paths)

Timeline activity:

Students are given a number of major events and through research locate when these
events occurred in Captain Cook’s life. This activity can be presented as a living timeline
where a line is drawn on the floor of the classroom or in corridor and students place
themselves on the timeline on the correct date and tell the class a few facts about this
event.

Reflection activity:

Students have watched relevant videos, listened to audio descriptions of the voyage and
read selected excerpts of Captain Cook’s journal. Working in pairs they choose a method to
present their understanding of life onboard the Endeavour with reference to interactions
with various native groups.

Select content and develop
associated strategies to ad-
dress core concepts and
skills in the learning area
Using the video resources
enabled the teacher to intro-
duce timelines to students to
further develop their ability to
seqguence historical people
and events.

Teaching and Learning Activities

Interactive map of Cook’s first voyage from England to Terra Australis — PowerPoint
animation using paths as well as an audio commentary at each stage of the journey using
Audacity

Student video about Cook’s voyage with emphasis on his discovery of Australia and
encounters with the native people

Images of artefacts of the time and how they were used during Cook’s voyage — Powerpoint

slides with audio commentary

Interview with Cook after his return to England in the form of a written newspaper article —
MS Word

Interactions with native peoples — PowerPoint presentation including images

Teacher reflection

| asked students to pose questions about the voyage and locate relevant information from a range of web based

historical sources. Students then communicated their knowledge using a range of communication forms
including oral, graphical, written and digital technologies.




In this activity you will: Newspaper Article (use MS Word to complete this task)
e C(reate an interactive map of Cook’s voyage from England to Terra Australis

¢ Add a short audio commentary at each stage of the voyage to highlight what was happening
onboard the ship.

Write an article for a newspaper that wel-
This activity will be created in PowerPoint using the animation tools and Audacity to create your sudio comes Captain Cook home to England after
Before you start make sure you can locate the world map in the Year 4 Resource folder: Captain Cook - his first voyage. Include the dates of his
voyage.

Interactive Map Resources

Open PowerPoint and create 8 blank slides
On Slhide 1 create a title slide for this activity
On Slides 2-6 - Insert the world map.jpg from the Interactive Map Resources folder into each slide
Go back to Slide 2 and insert the ship.jpeg image from the Interactive Map Resources folder. This
ship will be animated so that it travels from England to each of the stops which Captain Cook made
on his journey to Terra Australis.
Insert the ship.jpeg into Slides 2-6 as well
Creating your animation:

a. Open Slide 2 and click on your ship.

b. Drag and drop the ship on England (the start of Cook’s Voyage)

¢. Click on the animation tab at the top of the screen. Then select Custom Animation — Add

Effect -Motion Paths — Draw Custom Path — Freeform (see example below)
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Make a PowerPoint Presentation that
answers the questions below?

1. How did Captain Cook describe the
aborigines?

2. How were Aborigines treated by Captain
Cook?

3. Do you think this treatment was fair?

4. How did Captain Cook describe the

By AddEffect »| (%, Remove Now draw the path you want

T vnuljship to ful.lﬂwfrurn England |andSC8 pe’P
. ; _to Rio de Janario (see example) 5 DO you thlnk It IS an accurate descnphon
— of the Australian landscape?

~Start: With Previous

“Speed: Very Slow

Go to slide 3

Using the steps outlined above create Captain Cook’s journey from Rio De Janeiro to Cape Horn

Eg Click on the animation tab at the top of the screen. Then select Custom Animation — Add Effect —
Motion Paths — Draw Custom Path — Freeform

Video of an Interview with Captain Cook

You need to work in a group of two. Togeth-
er decide on 10 questions that you would
like to ask Captain Cook. Write these down.
Decide on the answers to the questions and
write these down. One student plays the role
of the interviewer and the other plays the
role of Captain Cook. If possible get a third
student to use the video recorder (otherwise
use a tripod)

Postcard

Imagine you are an aborigine who saw Cap-
tain Cook when he landed at Botany Bay.
Make a fictional postcard that you might
send that describes what you saw. Remem-
ber that a postcard has one side that is a pic-
ture and a letter is written on the other side.

Teacher reflection
The unit requires students to expand their ability to accurately sequence events, pose questions about the past, and use
historical sources to identify different points of view.
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