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Tim Bullard
CEO

We are excited to explore a range of sub-themes 
throughout the Summit, including examining the 
emerging educational landscape through the lens of 
design principles, neurodiversity, artificial intelligence, 
adaptive leadership, and educational trends. From the 
opening address to the distinct range of keynotes and 
workshops, we are honoured to host an exceptional 
group of speakers and panellists, each bringing 
intellectually engaging and stimulating discussions to 
enrich your professional learning experience.

Over the next two days, I encourage you to embrace 
the opportunity to learn, connect and collaborate with 
HALTs and other educational leaders from every state 
and territory. This cross-jurisdictional, cross-sectoral 
community is one of the most powerful aspects of the 
HALT Summit. Together, we can build our expertise 
and elevate the teaching profession, with the shared 
objective of strengthening the quality of education for 
all young Australians.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to supporting 
educational excellence for our children and young 
people. I’m excited to be working with you to spark 
ideas and ignite impact!

AITSL Chief Executive Officer

Welcome

Thursday 8 May - Day 1

On behalf of AITSL, it is my pleasure to welcome 
you to the 2025 HALT Summit: Spark Ideas, Ignite 
Impact. This theme reflects the impact of national 
certification and the important work of Highly 
Accomplished and Lead teachers (HALTs) across 
Australia – translating deep expertise into meaningful 
change for your students, colleagues, and the 
teaching profession. You are harnessing the power 
of the profession to improve the lives of Australia’s 
children and young people!

Spark Ideas encourages innovative thinking and 
underscores the importance of generating new ideas 
and creative solutions if we are to improve educational 
outcomes for all children and young people. It 
empowers educators to think outside the box and 
explore new research, technologies, and approaches 
that have the potential to transform engagement and 
learning. It provides the space for you to engage with 
emerging trends, innovative practices, and forward-
thinking strategies.

Ignite Impact goes beyond simply exploring ideas, by 
highlighting the importance of translating ideas into 
practice for maximum impact. This means improving 
student outcomes and fostering inclusive and 
engaging learning environments. This focus will leave 
you eager to implement actionable solutions in your 
schools and classrooms.

8.00am
Level 1

Registration

Pre-program Music Wassa Wassa Ensemble, Red Hill Primary School, ACT

8.45am
QT Ballroom

Student Performance Wassa Wassa Ensemble, Red Hill Primary School, ACT

8.55am
QT Ballroom

Welcome to Country Selina Walker | Co-chair, ACT Reconciliation Council

MCs Welcome Susan Hammond and Maria O’Donnell

Welcome Address Tim Bullard | AITSL CEO

9.30am
QT Ballroom 

Opening Keynote
Louka Parry | CEO & Founder of The Learning Future
Our Learning Future: Elevating our Humanness in a Rapidly 
Shifting World

10.40am
QT Ballroom

Group Photo

10.50am Morning Tea

11.15am

QT Ballroom
Sharespace for HALTs
Online Sharespace for HALTs, 
aspriring HALTs and HALT assessors 
attending virtually.

Eureka Room | Ground floor
Policymaker’s Session | Policy That Ignites 
Impact 
For invited education organisation guests. 
Livestreamed for invited guests attending virtually. 

1.30pm Lunch

2.15pm
QT Ballroom 

Student Performance Radford College Songsters

2.25pm
QT Ballroom 

Keynote
Dr Nathaniel Swain | Teacher, Instructional Coach, & Writer
Leading the Science of Learning

3.20pm Afternoon Tea

3.40pm
QT Ballroom 

HALT Speaker
Joel Copeland | Principal, Instrumental Music Program, 
ACT Education Directorate
Shaping the Future, Leading the Now

3.50pm
QT Ballroom 

HALT Speaker
Kristy Everding | Inclusive Education Coordinator, 
St Francis of Assisi Primary School, ACT
Igniting the Spark – My Journey Through Certification

4.00pm
QT Ballroom

Keynote
Kylie Captain | Author & Educator 
From Practice to Impact: Leading Aboriginal Education with 
Passion and Purpose

4.30pm
QT Ballroom

MC Reflections

4.50pm
QT Ballroom

Student Performance Wind Quintet Ensemble, Canberra Girls Grammar School

5pm End of Day 1 Program

5.10pm
Lucky’s 

Networking Function
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Meet your MCs

Susan Hammond | Lead Teacher | EAL/D Teacher, 
Amaroo School, ACT

A dedicated primary teacher with 14 years of experience in ACT 
public education, Susan brings a focus on urgency in learning, 
formative assessment, and systems thinking in the classroom. She 
leads teams of educators in using data with precision to inform 
instruction and support strategic planning at a whole-school level. 
Currently, she is the EAL/D coordinator and data leader at Amaroo 
School. She was certified as a Lead Teacher in 2019 and completed 
her 5-year renewal in 2024. She holds a Master of Education 
(Leadership, 2021) and is currently studying Public Policy to deepen 
her understanding of education systems and policy implementation.

Maria O’Donnell | Senior Officer Teaching and Learning, 
Catholic Education Canberra & Goulburn | HALT 
Assessor

Maria O’Donnell is an educator with over 35 years of experience 
in the secondary setting. She holds a BEd., MEd. and MEd. 
Leadership. As an active school leader, she has been a Faculty 
Leader, Teaching and Learning Coordinator, Pastoral Coordinator, 
Assistant Principal Curriculum, and acted as Campus Head. Maria 
is now working at the system level for Canberra Goulburn Catholic 
Education as Senior Officer, Teaching and Learning. Maria has been 
an ACT HALT Assessor since 2012, has worked with AITSL on the 
Classroom Continuum and is on the TQI Board. She is also chair of 
the Standards and Professional Practice Committee for TQI. As an 
advocate for HALTs, Maria has worked with many teachers to assist 
them in the preparation of their applications and has assessed many 
applications and renewals of HALTs. Maria has worked throughout 
her career to build the leadership of classroom teachers through 
active mentoring and the building of teacher pedagogical capacities.  

Social Media During the Summit

We’ll be sharing and replying to posts across Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram - follow us, tag 
@aitsl and use #HALTSummit2025 to join the conversation and connect with your colleagues. 

https://www.facebook.com/aitsl/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aitsleduau/

https://www.instagram.com/aitsleduau/

8.15am
Level 1

Tea & Coffee Available

8.45am
QT Ballroom

Student Performance Padua String Ensemble, St Mary MacKillop College

Student Speaker Darnell Thomas | Year 12 Student | Erindale College, ACT

9.20am
QT Ballroom

Panel | Certification: From Recognition to Impact

Panel Convener
Daniel Pinchas | General Manager, Teaching and School 
Leadership, AITSL

Panel Members John Cole | Highly Accomplished Teacher, ACT
Luke Donnelly | Principal, St Thomas More’s Primary 
School, ACT
Jo Lambert | Principal, Wanniassa School | Education 
Directorate | ACT Government 
Lyndall Read | CEO, ACT Teacher Quality Institute

10.30am Morning Tea

10.50am Concurrent Workshops | Session 1: 10.50am – 12:20pm

Penny Brown | Head of the AIS Leadership 
Centre 
Leading Adaptive Change 
Eureka Room

Andrew Fuller | Clinical Psychologist
Converting Neurodiversity Into 
Neuro-advantage
(not repeated)
Ballroom 1 | Livestreamed

Steven Kolber | Curriculum Writer at 
the Faculty of Education, University of 
Melbourne
Spreading Teaching Excellence by Utilising 
Artificial Intelligence 
Ballroom 3

AITSL Workshop
Exploring AITSL’s Current Key Work
Ballroom 2 

12.20pm Lunch

1.00pm Concurrent Workshops | Session 2: 1.00pm – 2:30pm

Penny Brown | Head of the AIS Leadership 
Centre 
Leading Adaptive Change 
Eureka Room

Andrew Fuller | Clinical Psychologist
Learning Strengths and Neuro-
developmental Differentiation
Ballroom 3

Steven Kolber | Curriculum Writer at 
the Faculty of Education, University of 
Melbourne
Spreading Teaching Excellence by Utilising 
Artificial Intelligence 
Ballroom 1 | Livestreamed

AITSL Workshop
Exploring AITSL’s Current Key Work
Ballroom 2

2.30pm Afternoon Tea

2.50pm
QT Ballroom

Keynote
Kristen Douglas | National Manager, Schools - headspace
The Power of Connection – Social, Emotional, and Relational 
Skills of Educators and Leaders

3.50pm
QT Ballroom

MC Reflections and Close

Friday 9 May - Day 2




